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Section 17 
 

Porpoise Point Vehicular Driving 
 
Purpose 
 
In 1940 the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) dredged the present day St. 
Augustine Inlet creating an east-west cross-section of Vilano Beach 
commonly referred to as Porpoise Point.  The dune system at Porpoise Point 
is constantly accreting and growing, though still ecologically very young.   
Many species of vegetation and nesting birds are found in the dunes and 
surrounding flat surfaces of the sand.  Multiple driving lanes exist through 
the dunes at Porpoise Point severely fragmenting vegetation and nesting bird 
habitats, this is a violation of both State and County regulations. If a more 
natural dune system is developed at Porpoise Point, this area may become 
attractive to AIBM, gopher tortoise, and/or for foraging, loafing, and 
increase nesting birds.   
 
New HCP Conditon(s) – 7.3.3 
 

7.3.3  Redirecting Porpoise Point vehicular driving to allow re-
establishment of natural dune features.  “St. Johns County 
will barricade the interdunal driving lanes radiating from 
Porpoise Point Ramp and maintain a single traffic corridor from 
the ramp to the St. Augustine Inlet.  Additionally, the County 
will place and maintain vehicular barricades and appropriate 
signage at the previous entrances to each interdunal driving 
lane.  The barricades will be monitored and maintained by 
County staff until dune vegetation/windblown sand covers 
former driving lanes, and the barricades are deemed 
unnecessary.  St. Johns County will mark the landward side of 
the driving area around Porpoise Point from the Vilano Ramp 
to the southwestern tip of Porpoise Point (with appropriate 
space for parking seaward of the 30-ft wide  CZ). This traffic 
area will connect to the Porpoise Pint Ramp.  If a 30-ft wide CZ 
cannot be maintained around Porpoise Point due to high tides, 
storm surge, or other unusual event, public driving will be 
temporarily prohibited in this region.  The Sheriff’s Department 
(in cooperation with Beach Rangers, if appropriate) will be 
responsible for enforcing these beach driving regulations.” 
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HCP Performance During 2007 
 
Implementation: Prior to the start of 2007 sea turtle nesting season St. 
Johns County Beach Services placed 4x4 post affixed with CZ signage along 
the perimeter of Porpoise Point to establish a 30-ft CZ and to close out the 
existing inter-dunal driving lanes.  Beach access from Porpoise Point began 
at the access ramp driving lane extending south towards the inlet (Appendix 
Q.a).  Beach driving exists from the Vilano Ramp, continuing south east 
towards the St. Augustine inlet, around the point, facing the inlet, and dead 
ending on the most north west portion of Porpoise Point where a sea wall 
exist. On May 3, 2007 Beach Service staff, Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission (FWC) staff, and volunteers from the Audubon 
Society staked off a 60 – 80 foot area extending from the existing dune area 
towards the St. Augustine Inlet to allow suitable nesting habitat for the 
returning least tern colony.  The staking resulted in two separate areas 
(Appendix Q.b.) severed by the driving lane mentioned above.  Later in the 
fall, the County Engineering Department was conducting the Vilano Town 
Center project that resulted in the relocation of 2,332 cubic yards of “beach 
quality” sand.  The Department of Environmental Protection Agency (DEP) 
and Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) both 
approved the sand to be placed at Porpoise Point in addition to vegetating.  
The sand was placed at entrances and exits of each interdunal driving lane, 
lining some of the driving lanes, and shaped to appear as dunes.  In addition, 
the driving lane extending from the vehicle access ramp south to the inlet 
was closed off with sand.  A new driving lane (Appendix Q.c.) was 
established from the vehicle access ramp west towards the inlets along the 
existing sea wall. The ACOE and the Florida Inland Navigational District 
(FIND) were finalizing a sand placement project being conducted on 
Summer Haven.  A total of 60,000 sea oats were ordered and set to be 
delivered to vegetate the Summer Haven project area. However, the project 
never reached completion due to severe storms that hit the coastline, 
resulting in a loss of sand and the established area to plant.  On October 11, 
2007 St. Johns County Beach Services received on donation the 60,000 sea 
oats.  Beach Services acted quickly to have the sand placed and the sea oats 
planted within a reasonable time frame.  Public Service Announcements 
(PSAs) were sent out in the Tri-County area (St. Johns, Duval, and Flagler) 
to obtain volunteers to plant sea oats.  The work was done over a two week 
time period and an estimated total of 6,000 sea oats were planted.  The 
remaining newly created dunes will be vegetated under the direction of the 
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Engineering Department and prior to the start of the 2008 season.  Multiple 
signs and 4x4 posts were placed indicating the new driving lane.   
 
Assessment: Multiple problems existed with closing off the established 
driving lanes.  Many beach drivers who are used to driving these interdunal 
driving lanes became frustrated that beach access was limited.  Multiple 
PSAs were distributed to the public prior to the start of the 2007 nesting 
season and again when the sand was placed at Porpoise Point.  As the beach 
season continued high tides and washovers occurred on a regular basis 
decreasing the driving area around Porpoise Point.  Eventually erosion 
became so apparent during the bird nesting season that the driving lane was 
non-existent during high tide events, resulting in a severe enscarpment.  
Outside of the designated bird nesting season beach drivers would encroach 
into the CZ to continue around the point to gain access.  One vehicle was 
reported as sliding down the enscarpment towards the inlet. No one was 
harmed.  The Sheriff’s Department, Beach Services, and FWC staff 
witnessed on several occasions tire tracks within the newly closed off 
sections as well as over the newly created dunes.  Some of the dunes were 
completely eliminated by vehicles deliberately driving through.  Following 
the placement of sand multiple storms eroded the coastline of St. Johns 
County causing washovers into the Porpoise Point area.  Some of the newly 
created dunes were washed out entirely and the whole Porpoise Point area 
was flooded completely in the beginning of November resulting in a 
washout of newly planted sea oats.  However, the dune area seems to be 
establishing itself very well and the surviving sea oats have exponentially 
grown in height. Throughout the season Beach Services staff had to replace 
CZ post and signage due to erosion, high tides, and storm events as 
mentioned above.    
  
Program Improvements: Beach Services will continue to maintain the 
closing of the interdunal driving lanes with signage and post.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


